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We had a very successful reunion this year in 
Branson, Missouri.  We had a much larger than usual 
Ready Room that included eight large round tables 
with six chairs each. That enabled all the members to 
sit around and visit with old acquaintances and make 
new friends.  With all the different shows and 
attractions that Branson has to offer, all the members 
greatly enjoyed themselves.  
 
One of the most hilarious events of all took place at 
the Saturday Night Formal Banquet. The band that 
was performing for our musical enjoyment 
"allowed" the Metamucil Melody Boys to do a Garth 
Brooks parody of " I Got friends in Low Places" 
Can't you just imagine Cal Green, Bill Martin, Jim 
Senneker and Ennis Eaton dressed in black cowboy 
hats and belting out that tune???  I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Bill Martin and 
Calvin Green and their staff for putting together such 
a memorable reunion. 
 
Our Annual Business Meeting was brought to order 
by President Ennis Eaton with everyone standing and 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  Appointed Acting 
Secretary Pro-Tem John Dillingham read the 
minutes of our 2010 meeting. They were approved as 
read. Our Secretary, James Evans, was unable to 
attend due to an emergency medical condition in his 
immediate family.  Our Treasurer Robert (Pete) 
Darsey gave the annual Treasurer's report. It was 
approved as read.  Mr. Darsey had earlier informed 
me that due to a medical condition that will be 
ongoing, he would no longer be able to perform the 
duties of office to which he had been elected.  A 
search committee was formed to find a replacement. 
Mr. Lester Byron Biddle graciously accepted the 
position. Byron was elected to fill the position by a 
100% acclamation vote of the membership. Since we 
now have a new Treasurer, our organization's 
mailing address and e-mail address has changed,  

effective immediately. Our new address is: 
 
Hurricane Hunters 
c/o Byron Biddle 
P.O. Box 506 
Vernon, FL 32462 
 
His e-mail address is: lbiddle@digitalexp.com 
We will start to use this new address immediately. 
Please send all renewal annual dues and financial 
correspondence to his address. If you have any 
questions, please call me at (770) 251-9088 or e-mail 
at ereaton77@aol.com 
 
The membership voted to give our annual charity 
gift to the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation of 
$2,200.00 to fund two scholarships for the National 
Flight Academy. 
 
Start marking your calendar for next year. The 
membership voted to go to Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, next year for our annual reunion.  We will 
be at the Landmark Hotel from Monday, October 1st 
through Thursday, October 4th. We have had a 
reunion at this facility previously. The Hotel really 
wants our reunion to be held there, because they are 
giving us a lot of free amenities.  They are also 
offering five different room rates to accommodate 
everyone's budget and preferences. The particulars 
will be in our Spring Newsletter. 
 
One of our members wants to start a photo album 
that travels to all future reunions. It will be added to 
each year to give a history of reunions in photos. If 
you have any photos of past reunions that you’re 
willing to donate, that will be terrific.  If possible, 
please indicate on the back of each photo the year it 
was taken; identify, if possible, the people in the 
photo; and any additional amplifying information.  
Digital photos can be sent, but it will take some 
effort to have them printed and identified. Please be 
as helpful as possible on digital photos with the same 
                              See “From The President’s Desk…” on Page Two  
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identifying information we have requested for prints. 
The member in charge of this project and to whom 
all photos should be sent is:  
 
Mr. Calvin Green 
8173 Longwood Drive 
Olive Branch, Ms 38654 
(901) 569-3926 
calgreen@centurytel.net 
 
I think this is a very good cause and a great addition 
to our Ready Room at all the reunions. The photos 
don't have to be formal (although not to be 
excluded). Candid shots would bring the warm 
wonderfulness that makes our reunions so great. I 
would like to see this project prove very successful. 
I'm sure it will trigger a lot of fond and wonderful 
memories in our membership. 
 
Our Secretary, James Evans, has suggested that we 
have a feature on our web-site 
(www.navyhurricanehunters) that could help 
members find shipmates and crewmates. On the 
upper left side is an icon "View Guest Book" It is 
more than 106 pages of members and civilians that 
have surfed our site over the last few years. Most 
have left an e-mail address. There is also an icon 
"Sign Guest Book" whereby you can log in and leave 
your message and e-mail and telephone number. It 
would be a great place to leave a trace for anyone 
looking for you. If you find anyone whom you 
know, it would be a great opportunity to invite them 
to join our reunions and the organization. I have 
found it very helpful in recruiting new members 
 
Fair Winds and Following Seas 
 
E.R. Eaton 
President 
 
TAPS 
 
It is with a heavy heart that we report the passing of 
the following members: 
 
Senior Chief Otis C. “OC” Brown (U S Navy 
Retired) on November 2, 2011.  OC was in charge of 
the Maintance Shop while in the squadron from early 

1973 through decommissioning.  Reported by his 
wife of 40+ years Mrs. Inez Brown 
 

 
 
LCDR Raymond Wilson Hennessey, past Secretary 
of the Navy Hurricane Hunters, Inc., on August 24, 
2011 at the age of 81.  Ray served 30 years in the 
Navy, seeing service in both the Korean and Viet 
Nam Wars.  He was predeceased by his wife "Jean" 
in 1992.  They had two daughters. Ray served in the 
squadron in the Weather Department as both enlisted 
and officer.  Ray will be sorely missed as he donated 
so much of his time to our organization and to the 
success or our reunions.  
 
Adele McClure on October 4, 2010.  She was the 
wife of ATR2 John McClure.  They were married for 
42+ years and had three children and two 
grandchildren.  John flew on Crew 3 from early 1964 
to late 1966 
 
CDR Elmer Charles Tallman (US Navy Retired) on 
November 6, 2011.  He flew in the squadron from 
early 1964 to late 1966. He was also the 
Maintenance Officer.  CDR Tallman was the 
recipient of the Distinguished Flying Cross.  He is 
survived by his wife Marion, who lives in Verona, 
New York.  Reported by LCDR Gerald Dorn  
 
Peter Wendler on October 17, 2011.  Mr.  Wendler 
flew with the squadron from 1953 until the middle of 
1957.  Reported by his daughter Melissa Steinecker. 
 
If any member knows of other Hunters or spouses 
that have passed on, please contact our President, 
E.R. Eaton at 39 Riva Ridge Lane, Newman, 
Georgia  30263,  by telephone at (770) 251-9088 or 
by e-mail at Ereaton77@aol.com so that they may be 
remembered in our Newsletter. 
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Hurricane Hunters Newsletter  Is 
Going Digital  
 
The Officers and Directors of the Navy Hurricane 
Hunters, Inc., agreed last year that beginning with 
the Winter, 2012, issue, the Hurricane Hunters 
Newsletter would be published digitally and 
distributed to all Hunters electronically via e-mail.  
As a result of that decision, this will be the last 
purely printed edition of the Newsletter. 
 
The advantages of publishing electronically are 
both improved economy and increased flexibility.  
With the costs of printing and postage continually 
increasing, the cost of printing and mailing a single 
issue of the Newsletter is nearly $600.  That cost 
will be greatly reduced with digital publishing and 
delivery.  The cost of printing has also dictated our 
present format of four pages and black-and-white 
photography and graphics.  With digital publishing 
and delivery, we will be able to expand to 
additional pages, as needed, with no additional 
expense, and our photographs and graphics, which 
are already in color, can be presented in their 
original full-color state. 
 
The Officers and Directors are aware that not all 
Hunters have computers or an e-mail capability, 
and they are firm in their resolve that those Hunters 
lacking that capability will not be abandoned.  The 
Newsletter will continue to be published on a 
limited run basis in the present four-page, black-
and-white format and mailed to those Hunters who 
lack the digital receipt capability. 
 
It is important that all Hunters insure the accuracy 
of their e-mail addresses on file with the Hurricane 
Hunters Treasurer to ensure that they receive their 
Newsletters.  The Officers and Directors realize that 
people frequently change their e-mail addresses as 
they change carriers or service providers, so it is 
equally important that the Treasurer be notified 
whenever you change your e-mail address. 
 
This is a big change, and one that the Officers and 
Directors hope will enable them to better serve our 
membership.  They have worked diligently this year 
in preparation for this change, particularly 
collecting e-mail addresses and verifying their 
accuracy.  It is their hope that our Newsletter will 

be better than ever and provide more information 
and more enjoyment in a much timelier manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s That Time Of Year Again 
 
With 2011 quickly drawing to a close, it’s once 
again time to remember to pay your annual 
Hurricane Hunters dues.  The dues are $25 per 
calendar year and due on the first of January of 
each year.  If you haven’t noticed it before, there is 
a reminder in the form of a date printed on the 
envelope in which you receive your Newsletter just 
above your name and address.  This is the date 
through which your dues are current.  If this date is 
12/31/2011, your dues are current through this year 
and your dues for next year will be due on January 
1, 2012.  If the date is earlier than 12/31/2011, your 
dues are in arrears, and you should contact our 
Treasurer, Byron Biddle, to discuss your payment 
options. 
 
As our membership decreases, our dues base 
becomes more important to the continued operation 
of our organization and our ability to continue to 
provide our reunions and the Newsletter.  Let’s all 
do our part and keep our dues up-to-date.

HURRICANE HUNTERS, INC. 
A non-profit Florida corporation 501.c.19 

 
OFFICERS 

 
PRESIDENT  E.R Eaton 
VICE PRESIDENT Juan Blanco 
SECRETARY James Evans 
TREASURER Byron Biddle 
DIRECTOR Wayne Ledbetter 
DIRECTOR Paul Siverly 
DIRECTOR Paul Tilson 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Paul Tilson 
 
Newsletter is published three times 
annually.  Association dues are 
$25.00 annually payable on January 
1st or thereafter. 
Association address: 
Hurricane Hunters, Inc. 
P.O. Box 506 
Vernon, FL, 32462 
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